Goto sent to Cyprus                   251
A service was discovered by which Cato was tempted, and which he was induced to accept at Clodius's hands Thus he was at once removed from the city, and it was no longer open to him to deny that Caesar's laws had been properly passed The work on which he was sent deserves a few words The kingdom of Cyprus had long "been attached to the crown of Egypt Ptolemy Alexander, dying in the year 80, had bequeathed both Egypt and Cyprus to Rome; but the Senate had delayed to enter on their bequest, pi eferring to share the fines which Ptolemy's natural hens were required to pay for being spaied One of these heirs, Ptolemy Auletes, or " the Piper," father of the famous Cleopatra, was now reigning m Egypt, and was on the point of being expelled by his subjects He had been driven to extortion to raise a subsidy for the senatois, and he had made himself universally abhorred Ptolemy of Cyprus had been a better sov-eieign, but a less prudent client He had not overtaxed his people, he had kept his money. Clodms, if Ciceio's story is true, had a private grudge against him. Clodius had fallen among Cyprian pirates Ptolemy had not exerted himself for his release, and he had suffered unmentionable indignities At all events, the unfortunate king was nch, and was unwilling to give what was expected of him Clodius, on the plea that the King of Cyprus protected pirates, peisuaded the Assembly to vote the annexation of the island, and Cato, of all men, was prevailed on by the mocking tribune to carry out the resolution He was well pleased with his mission, though he wished it to appear to be forced upon him Ptolemy poisoned himself, Cato earned the glory of adding a new province to the Empire, and did not return for two years,